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ANNUAL 


REPORT 


of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Rural  District  of  Thedwastre, 
in  the  County  of  West  Suffolk,  for  the  year  ending 
31 Gt  Decemher,  1942. 


Puhlic  Health  Offices, 
Westgate  House, 

Bury  S  t «  E  di'iiun  ds , 

June,  1943* 

To:- 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Rural  District  Council  of  Thedv/astre. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  G-entlemen, 

Herewith  I  beg  to  submit  for  your  favoui?able 

consideration  my  fifth  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 

* 

the  year  ended  31 st  December,  1942* 

Except  in  the  case  of  items  for  which  full 
particulars  are  required  by  the  Minister  of  Health,  the  report 
has  been  limited  on  his  instructions,  owing  to  the  War^ 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  SerVeant, 

ROBERT.  H.  CLAYTON, 

M.B^,  B.S.,  B.Iiy,,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health# 

also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  Newmarket  Urban, 

Mildenhall,  Cosford  and  Thingoe  Rural  Districts  end 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  - 
West  Suffolk© 

Chrief  Sanitary  Inspector  -  Oswald  J.  Wyatt,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.San.I., 

Meat  Cert.  R.S.I.,  also  Building 
Surveyor,  Housing  Manager,  and 
Petroleum  and  Explosives  Officer. 

Sanitary  Inspector  -  W,  Elwyn  Jones,  Cert.  S.I.B. ,  Meat 

Cert.  R.S,I. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA* 


1.  CENBRAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  34,126  acres 

Registrar  Ceneral’s  estimate  of  Rateable  value  £25,003 

the  resident  population  mid-year  9,052 

NWiiber  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  Sum  represented 

of  year  according  to  Rate  Book  2,544  by  a  Penny  Rato  £104 

2s  EXTRi'.CTS  FROM  VIT/J.  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YE/JR. 


Live  Births. 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

IL16 

66 

80 

Illegitimate 

6 

2 

4 

Stillbirths • 

Legitimate 

7 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

mm 

Deaths . 

119 

58 

61 

Birth  Rate. 

Thedwastre  16.8  England  &  Wale 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1000 
total  (live  &  still} 
births 

Death  Rate  per  1000 
resident  population 

Death  Rate  of  Infants 

under  1  year* 

All  Infants  per  1000 
live  births 

Legitimate  Infants  per 
1000  legitimate  births 
Illegitimate  Infants  per 
1000  illegitimate  births 


44*0 

13.1  *  ”  11.6 


32.9  49 

27.4 

166.6 


5  deaths  of  infants  under  ,1  year  occurred,  (1  male  and  3  females 
legitimate,  1  male  illegitmate) ,  No  deaths  from  maternal  causes^ 
24  deaths  from  Cancer  and  no  deaths  from  Measles,  Whooping  Cough 
or  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  were  recorded. 

On  the  following  page  is  a  table 'giving  the  causes  and  the 
number  of  deaths  occurring  at  the  various  age  groups.  The 
totals  correspond  with  the  Registrar  General's  figures.  The 
deaths  arc  classified  under  the  Headings  given  in  the  Manual 
of  the  International  List  of  Causes  of  Deaths  -  193S. 


The  Birth  Rato  of  1942  is  higher  than  those  for  the  previous 
four  years . 


The  Death  Rato  exceeds  that  of  1941,  but  is  less  than  that 
recorded  in  1940.  It  may  bo  noted  that  of  the  119  deaths  80  =  ^1% 
occurred  at  age  65  years  or  over  and  of  these,  38  =  32^  of  the 
total  occunred  at  age  80  years  or  over. 
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SECTION 


CENEBiil  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SEHyiOBd  FOB  THE  AKE^A. 

(li)(a)  LABORiVTORY  FACILITIES. 

The  Eraergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Cambridge, 
under  the  Directorship  of  Dr*  A.W.  Downio ,  carried  out,  in 
addition  to  the  usual  public  health  bacteriological  oxajninations , 
the  examination  of  water  samples,  milk  samples  and  provided 
diphtheria  iminunisation  materials  and  measles  sorun# 


b}  MBUL/iHCE  FACILITIES, 
c}  NURSING  IN  THE  HO^/IE. 

d)  CLINICS  IxND  TREATMENT 

e)  HOSPITIiLS. 


SECTION _ C 


S/JTIT/JRY  CIRCmiSTilTCES  OF  THE  IiREA. 
l*(i)  WATER. 

f 

There  are  no  public  piped  water  supplies  in  the  area* 

23  water  samples  were  taken  of  which  five  only  proved 
satisfactory  -  seven  were  suspicous  and  eleven  unsatisfactory. 
The  provision  of  adeg.uate  pure  v/ater  is  an  urgent  problem 
constantly  facing  the  Council  -  the  present  absence  of  water 
bourne  diseases  is  fortuitous* 

(ii)  DRi'JNAGE  IITD  SEWERAGE. 

One  new  drain  was  laid  and  on  testing  found  to  be  satisfactory* 
RIVERS  STREiU/IS. 

The  various  D  'ainage  Boards  whose  jurisdiction  covers  rivers 
and  streams  in  the  area,  have  cleared  i^ut  and  deepened  numerous 
water  courses  as  part  of  their  agricultural  policy.  This  work 
has  improved  the  condition  of  the  Rivers  and  Streariis* 

3.  (i)  CLOSET  ACCOmODATION. 

The  closet  accommodation  of  the  District  is  chiefly  of  the 
pail  typo  -  privy  vaults  are  almost  entirely  confined  to 
cottages  possessing  very  small  gardens  and  to  farm  houses* 

(ii)  PUBLIC  CLEIJfSING. 

Thedv/astre  does  not  possess  a  Public  Cleaaising  Scheme. 

The  amount  of  household  rcf'u^e  however  is  greatly  reduced 
by  the  continous  W.V.S.  Salvage  Drive  which  deals  v/ith 
waste  paper,  bottles,  jam  jars,  rags  and  metals* 

(iii)  S/iNIT/JtY  INSPECTION  OP  THE  liBEA. 

The  following  tabular  statement  has  been  suioplied  by  Mr. 

Wyatt  who  was  deprived  of  the  services  of  Mr.  Jones  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  year. 

Dwelling  Houses. 

Total  number  of  dwellinghouse  inspections 

made  under  the  various  A^ts  700 

Total  nunber  of  re-inspections  thereof  I6I 

Number  of  houses  inspected  after  Infectious  Diseases  26 


Drains 


New  drain  tests  and  inspections 
Inspections  in  connection  with  choked  drains 


1 

2 


Bt,  forward 

890 

Various  Inspections, 

Slaughter  Houses  (Bacon  Factory) 

297 

Butchers  Premises 

27 

Pood  shops 

70 

Bakehouses 

91 

Factories 

14 

Cowsheds 

83 

Dairies 

85 

Water  Samples 

23 

School  inspections 

14 

Intorv^iows 

262 

Shops 

17 

Public  Houses  (sanitary  accornrAodation) 

12 

Tents,  vans  &  sheds 

48 

Rent  collecting  (ceased  Alarch  31st) 

824 

Petrole'urii  Act 

2 

2761 

Classified  list  of  Housing  defects  and 

nuisances  abated 

during  the  year. 

Dampness 

23 

Roofs  repaired 

26 

Defective  walls  &  ceilings  repaired 

33 

W indo ws  r ep  a ir  e  d 

26 

Ditch  cleaned 

1 

Closets  repaired  or  renewed 

16 

Coppers  installed 

“T 

Insanitary  houses  cleansed 

4 

Drain  stoppage 

1 

Stoves  repaired  or  renewed 

11 

Floors  repaired 

20 

Doors  &  frames  repaired 

7 

Stairs  repaired 

7 

PuTiips  repaired 

1 

Paving 

1 

Accumulation  removed 

1 

203 


Factory  Act^  1937 • 

•14  inspections  to  Factories  with  Afechanical  Power  were  made  -  no 
written  notices  being  issued, 

(iv)  SHOPS  /JD  OPPIGES. 

17  inspections  relating  to  the  provisions  of  tho  Shops  Act, 1934 
were  made, 

(t)  OidviPINO  SITES, 

No  applications  for  Licence  to  occupy  a  site  were  made  in  1942, 

(vi)  SMOKE  AR-'JEt/IEHT. 

No  action  necessary. 

(vii)  SWIMMIMG  MTHS  iiND  POOLS.  Nil. 

(viii)  Elh'iDIGATIOM  OP  BED  BUGS.  Nil. 

4.  SCHOOLS . 

The  washing  and  sanitary  accommodation. was  examined  during  14 
inspections. 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING. 


l«(l)(a)  Total  n'umi'ber  of  dwelling  ho'usGS  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  "JOG 
(bl  Nutiiber  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  861 

(2)  (a)  Houses  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations  1925  Nil 

(3)  Nunber  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

hunan  habitation  Nil 

(4)  Nmiiber  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  hmian  habitation  103 


2»  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 
notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  their  Officers  91 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

There  wero  no  proceedings  under  Sections  9?  10,  11,  12,  13  & 

1 6  of  the  Housing  Act  1936,  nor  x)3?oc codings  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts 

4*  Housing  Acts  1956  -  Part  IV  -  Overcrov/ding# 


Nunber  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  Nil 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  Nil 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  Nil 

Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses  have  again 
become  overcrowded  after  the  local  authority  having  taken 
steps  for  abatement  of  overcrowding  Nil 

SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  idTP  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD, 
(a)  MILK  SUPPLY. 


The  number  of  Registered  Cowkeepers  in  the  District  increased  by 
6  in  1942,  making  1 05  in  all.  85  visits  were  paid  to  cov/sheds 
and  a  similar  number  to  dairies. 


Structural  alterations  -  the  provision  of  new  channelled  floors, 
windows  and  drainage  -  were  carried  out  to  five  existing  premises. 
Three  of  the  six  new  cowkeepers  are  accredited  milk  producers, 
their  buildings  being  modernised  to  the  required  standard. 

(■b)  meat  md  other  foods. 

The  Eliiiswell  Bacon  Factory  is  the  only  licensed  slaughterhouse 
in  regular  use  in  the  District*  During  the  year  297  visits  were 
paid  and  the  41 ,002  pigs  slaughtered  were  all  inspected.  The 
meat  condemned  from  the  above  nuraber  was  as  follows:- 


Number 

Condemned. 


Carcases  104 

Heads  3268 

Plucks  1292 

Intestines  2001 

Kidneys  31 37 

Leaf  Pats  115 


Approxiinfito 

Percentage.  Weight. 


.25 

13,450 

lbs 

7.97 

45,752 

lbs 

3.15 

9,044 

lbs 

4.88 

7.65 

782 

lbs 

.28 

392 

lbs 

The  above  104  carcases  were  condemned  for  the  following  reasons 
Tuberculosis  103;  Septicaemia  1.  In  addition  6  Moribund  carcases 
were  condemned. 
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(c)  ADULTER...TION,ETG.  } 

(d)  CHEMIC.\L  &  BACTEEIOLOGIC/JL  EMvIINATION.  ) 

(e)  NUTRITION,  )  No  change. 

(f )  SliELL-PISH  (Molluscan)  ,  ) 

(g)  WATER  CRESS.  ) 


SECTION 


P. 


PREV/iLENCE  OP,./\ND  CONTROL  OVER.INPECTIOUS  i.ND  OTHER  DISEASES . 


NOTIPIABLE  DISEASES  (o 
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NEW  CASES. 
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DEATHS . 

Respiratory  Non^-Respiratory 
. P.  M.  P. 


T  M  M  „ 

-2-1-1 

1  1  -  -. 

-  2  -  -  -  - 

-  2 


2  5  -  1  2 _ 1 

31  cases  reraained  on  the  Tuhercnlosis  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  Respiratory  Male  10,  Pemale  10,  ajid  Non-Ros'piratory  Male  4s 
Female  7* 

The  number  of  notifiable  diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  in 
1942  was  98.  This  was  a  considerable  improvement  on  the  413 
notified  in  1941o 


Parents  throughout  our  rural  district  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
the  way  they  took  advantage  of  immunisation  to  protect  their 
children  from  Diphtheria*  It  is  estimated  that  by  the  end  of 
1942  Q3%  of  children  under  5  years  of  ago  and  99%  of  children 
between  5  and  15  years  of  age  had  completed  the  inrnunisation 
course. 


During  1942  82  cases  of  Scabies  were 
arrangements  and  31  0 outre  ocr'.i 

Authority  and  opened  in  Seijt ember* 
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